
 

prior to publication.  

The Atlantic Intracoastal Water-

way funding continues to be of 

concern to boaters.  The federal 

budget numbers for FY2011 are 

dismal.  As the Georgia Corps 

District told me, “We can’t even 

get a dredging rig onsite for 

$250,000!” To that end, I’ve been 

invited to participate in a “think 

tank” group put together by Duke 

University at the end of July.  The 

goal is to think outside the box for 

solutions to the ongoing problem. 

I hope everyone continues to 

enjoy the summer and safe boat-

ing.  Come join us at the beach to 

“Be Prepared On All Fronts” and 

at West Marine next month. 

Suzi 

It’s hard to believe it’s already the 

middle of summer and we’re 

watching for tropical storms. 

Hopefully everyone’s business 

and boating experiences have 

been picking up.  I know I’ve seen 

a lot more boats out on the AICW 

this summer than last.   

Other positive signs include the 

Governor’s Cup Billfishing Series 

having more participants and 

more sponsors, West Marine and 

others showing profits and more 

anglers indicating they were con-

sidering buying a boat.  Probably 

a lot of you feel like we do at our 

prop shop...business is better but 

it still isn’t great. 

The SC legislative session ended 

on a positive note as the legisla-

ture overrode the Governor’s veto 

of S405.  Now, looking to the fu-

ture, we have to keep watch for 

the Tax Realignment Commission 

that may recommend removing 

the sales tax cap on new boats.  

Of course, SCMA will fight against 

that.  We will also be looking for a 

way for our state to get Boating 

Infrastructure Grant funds again. 

Just because it’s summer doesn’t 

mean SCMA is on vacation. To 

the contrary, we took an active 

role in the 10th anniversary of Na-

tional Marina Day and we’re actively 

planning the annual Summer Marine 

Education Conference August 19-20 

at the beach in Litchfield.  There is a 

summary about the conference in 

this newsletter and you will receive 

the full agenda and registration 

information shortly.  Keeping eco-

nomic conditions in mind, we are 

holding the rates to the 2008 ones 

and the hotel rates are less than two 

years ago. 

West Marine is opening its new 

store in Mt. Pleasant with a week-

end-long celebration.  As SCMA 

Board member Dwayne Schalles is 

fond of saying, “We (Port Supply 

and SCMA) own Friday.”  We will be 

there in full force as Dwayne con-

cocts his Lowcountry Shrimp Boil 

and we try to increase membership 

and raise funds with a silent auction. 

Also new is that Southern Boating 

Magazine has asked me to write a 

monthly column covering maritime 

happenings along the South Caro-

lina, Georgia and north Florida 

coasts, similar to their Chesapeake 

and Mid-Atlantic reports.  If you 

have anything of interest (keep in 

mind it’s a short column), let me 

know.  Photos are also welcome.  

My deadline is the 10th of the month 

CALENDAR 

July 4 Celebration on Lake 
Murray with boat parade & 
fireworks; Murrells Inlet Boat 
Parade & Fireworks; Patriots 
Point on Charleston Harbor 
Fireworks 

July 7-10 HMY/Viking Mega-
Dock Billfishing Tournament 

July 12 SCMA Board Meeting 

July 16-25 Beaufort Water 
Festival 

July 21 ABYC Webinar Basic 
Electrical Fundamentals 

July 22 Irmo Sunset Cruise 
on Lake Murray to benefit SC 
Wildlife Federation 

Aug 2-3 ABBRA Summer 
Symposium, Mystic, CT 

Aug 7 Coastal Conservation 
Association Charity Auction & 
Benefit, N. Augusta 

Aug 7 Rockville Regatta 

Aug 9 SCMA Board Meeting 

Aug 13-15 West Marine/
SCMA Grand Opening Cele-
bration, Mt. Pleasant 

Aug 19-20 SCMA Marine 
Education Conference, Litch-
field 

Aug 25 ABYC Webinar ABYC 
Standards Supplement 

August 27-29 Harry Hampton 
Hunting & Fishing Expo, 
Spartanburg 

August 28-30 Edisto Marina 
Billfish Tournament 

MEMBER BENEFITS 

FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

Each member will receive a mem-

bership card with their member-

ship expiration date on it to show 

to receive discounts.  You will also 

receive a list of the participating 

businesses and what they offer. 

If you are an SCMA professional 

member and have not yet sent in 

your survey card but would like to 

participate, it isn’t too late.  Put the 

card in the mail or send an email 

Over a month ago, SCMA sent out 

a survey card to professional 

members to see what they might 

be willing to give in the way of 

benefits to other members.  We 

received an enthusiastic re-

sponse.  As a result, beginning 

August 1, all SCMA members can 

receive discounts at participating 

member businesses...on fuel pur-

chases, on services, etc. 

saying what you plan to offer other 

SCMA members. 

We will also post the list of partici-

pants on the website at 

www.scmarine.org. 

If your membership is currently up 

for renewal, send in your dues so 

you don’t miss out on this opportu-

nity! 
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Welcome to the 55th Annual Beau-

fort Water Festival (July 16-25)! This 

year’s festival is sure to be a 

“Summertime Spectacular” with all 

the water, air, sporting and enter-

tainment events we have planned 

for you. Please browse through our 

website for all the information you 

need to plan your 2010 Water Festi-

val activities. 

On behalf of this organization and 

the thousands of Festival patrons, I 

would like to extend my sincere 

gratitude to our many long-time and 

brand-new sponsors who continue 

to come through with their pledges 

in this tight economic climate. Pro-

ducing a festival of this magnitude is 

simply not possible without the sup-

port of our many loyal sponsors. 

It is my deepest honor to lead Beau-

fort’s premier summertime event, 

but the greatest accolades go to the 

Festival’s many volunteers, with 

whom I am so privileged to work. It 

is their dedication, professionalism 

and tireless efforts that help pre-

serve Beaufort’s longest running 

festival and most beloved  summer-

time tradition. Happy Water Festival, 

everyone! 

the Marine Service Center and Mar-

shall’s Marine. 

Visitors participated in drawings for 

a West Marine gift certificate (won 

by Keith Gurganus from Little River) 

and a trip to Disney World including 

a guided fishing trip.  That drawing 

will take place July 7th at the RBFF 

offices. 

Also celebrating the event was Os-

prey Marina which turned it into a 

customer appreciation day.  The 

marina served chicken fingers, 

wings and mahi burgers to about 80 

people. Denise Herring said, “We 

really do appreciate our customers 

and just wanted to show them how 

much we care. Fun was had by all!” 

Charleston Harbor Marina’s event 

made the news online at Lowcountry 

Outdoors where blogger Jeff Dennis 

reported there was live music on the 

docks. He interviewed Harbormaster 

Stan Jones who told him, “This is 

part of our community building build-

ing program that we established 

when I took over  management of 

the marina on  St. Patrick’s Day.” 

 

National Marina Day Activities 

The 10th Annual National Marina 

Day was celebrated by a number of 

SCMA member marinas.  The na-

tional emphasis was in Myrtle Beach 

at Harbourgate Marina where 

Susie Watson and her staff hosted 

guests from as far as Wilmington, 

NC during a very hot, hot, hot day.  

Needless to say, the favorite kids’ 

activity was the dunking booth! 

Participants included SCDNR and 

its fishing simulator, Berry-Boger 

Yacht Sales, Tow Boat US, the Dixie 

Chicken Tournament, Great Escape 

Kayaks, and the Freedom Boat 

Club. Boats  were on display from 

BEAUFORT SUMMERTIME SPECTACULAR from Sheri Little 
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MEMBER NEWS 

Welcome to new Individual 
members  John Jaques, Little 
River; Benny Firestone, Mt. 
Pleasant; and Scott Whitaker 
(CCA), Columbia. 
 
Welcome to new professional 
members Key West Boats, Pilot 
Media, Lowcountryoutdoors.com, 
and returning profess iona l 
members Hanckel Marine, Applied 
Technology Management, and 
Buist Moore, Smythe, McGee. 
 
Capt. Bob Strickland is leaving the 
Grande Dunes Marina to return to 
his home waters in Murrells Inlet.  
Look for him at Capt. Dick’s Marina. 
 
Barefoot Resort Yacht Club has 
reopened as The Barefoot Marina 
but Bill Rathbun is still there. New 
contact information is 843.390.2011 
and brc2011@sccoast.net.  
 
At the recent Carolina Billfish 
Classic tournament at Charleston 
Harbor Marina, SCMA offered to 
donate 20% of each new individual 
membership fee done at the 
tournament to the SC Memorial 
Reef Fund.  We will continue to do 
this at the Megadock and Edisto 
Marina tournaments in July.  Please 
contact SCMA if you would like to 
join during those times. 
 
 
 
 

Visit www.bftwaterfestival.com.  Contact SCMA members 

Downtown Marina (843.524.4422) or Port Royal Landing 

Marina (843.525.6664) for dockage information. 

 

LESSON LEARNED AT NMD 

It may surprise you to know, as it 

did a number of people at Harbour-

gate Marina June 12th during the 

National Marina Day celebration, 

but...if you put even one crab trap 

off your private dock, you must 

have a salt water recreational fish-

ing license. The license also limits 

you to using only two traps.  Even 

DNR had to look this up for us. 

In addition, salt water fishing li-

censes expire June 30.  Before 

you bait your trap and toss it in the 

creek, call 1.866.714.3611 or 

www.dnr.sc.gov/purchase.html. 

You can also buy a license at 

many sporting goods stores, bait & 

tackle shops and other retailers. 

Cost is $10 for SC residents. 

MT. PLEASANT WEST MARINE STORE GRAND OPENING 

SCMA will join with West Marine to host the grand 
opening of the newest West Marine store in Mt. 
Pleasant, SC, on Friday, August 13 through Sun-
day, August 15.  Located at 1440 Ben Sawyer 
Boulevard in Mount Pleasant Square, the new store 
is 12,000 square feet, almost twice the size of its 
previous location. 

Using feedback from local boaters, this store is fully 
stocked with boating supplies, accessories and 
equipment to meet the needs of lowcountry boat-
ers, sailors and anglers. 

SCMA members will be on hand to explain what the 
association does, promote membership, and con-
duct fund raising activities, including a silent auction 
that will end Sunday at 1 p.m. If you would like to 
volunteer to help, let the office know.  If you would 
like to donate an item, please send an 8”x11” page 
with a photo and description of the item along with 
the value to the office by August 9th. 

For every membership sold that weekend, SCMA will 

donate 20% to Anchors Away, a nonprofit organization 

that uses watersports to liberate and empower people 

with mental and physical disabilities.  “We felt that con-

tributing to Anchors Away was a good fit,” said SCMA 

President Bob Pilcher. “We’re trying to grow boating 

participation and Anchors Away is trying to give people 

who might not have had the chance to have access to 

boating activities.” 

Other events taking place that weekend include Fishin’ 

Friday with local charter captains sharing tips on how to 

catch more fish, a fighting chair challenge, fishing and 

sailing seminars, demonstrations of the latest high tech 

electronics, displays of SC-built boats, world-renowned 

solo sailor Brad Van Liew and Lazarus Racing, and 

door buster discounts! 

Come out, shop, learn and enjoy! 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://farm4.static.flickr.com/3256/2661468730_a3db20117a.jpg%3Fv%3D0&imgrefurl=http://flickr.com/photos/8741266%40N04/2661468730/&usg=__B0WsOxVA6YgGT-zsPbEgIEaNCCo=&h=375&w=500&sz=116&hl=en&start=73&sig2=M3g0wGO2Y91hc


After successfully passing S 405, 

the bill that clarifies the tax situs 

law for boats and also added a 

provision that allows boats owned 

by LLCs to qualify for the lower 

tax rates, the SC legislature was 

then faced with Governor San-

ford’s veto of the bill. 

Fortunately, the veto was overrid-

den by both the House and Sen-

ate on June 16th.  If you are rep-

resented by any of the following 

legislators, please thank them for 

their assistance in getting this 

measure approved: 

Senators Ray Cleary, Hugh 

Leatherman, and Yancy McGill 

Representatives Dwight Loftis, 

Jim Merrill and Vida Miller. 

Thanks also go out to Ben Twilley, 

the Budget Analyst for the House 

Ways & Means Committee. 

Another new law extends the life 

of state environmental permits as 

well as city– and county-approved 

permits to December 31, 2012, 

applicable to any permit that was 

scheduled to expire after January 

1, 2008. The General Assembly 

hopes this will help improve the 

economy. 

On other government fronts, DNR 

is considering asking the legisla-

ture for speed limits and manda-

tory safety courses for new boat-

ers in the next session, partly 

because of the increase in boating 

fatalities this year and partly be-

cause of the reduction in the num-

ber of law enforcement officers 

due to budget restrictions. 

 

Tim Scott and Ben Frasier. 

The conference will begin at 10:30 on 

Thursday, August 19, continuing through 

the day, including a cocktail reception at 

which we will honor Senator Ray Cleary 

who sponsored S405 for us. The Friday 

session will start at 8 a.m. and conclude 

around 12:30.  The tentative agenda and 

registration form will be online at 

www.scmarine.org Monday. 

Fees for the conference are $250 for 

SCMA members or $225 each for two or 

more members from the same organiza-

tion  and $300 for nonmembers.  We also 

welcome marine industry exhibitors  who 

can set up displays in the actual meeting 

area.  Exhibitor fees for SCMA members 

are $300 and $360 for nonmembers.  If 

you would like to sponsor the conference 

or one of the functions, please contact the 

office. 

Litchfield Beach & Golf Resort is holding 

a block of rooms for us at an unbelievable 

rate of $98 per night.  Consider bringing 

your spouse or significant other and 

spend the weekend.  You can make res-

ervations at 1-888-766-4633.   

The annual SCMA Summer Marine Education 

Conference will take place August 19 and 20 

at the Litchfield Beach & Golf Resort. The 

theme this year is “Be Prepared On All 

Fronts”, covering topics such as how to use 

social media to how Homeland Security can 

impact your business.   

Mike McShane, DNR Chairman, will bring us 

up to date on DNR programs and plans while 

Mark Amaral will tell us how ABBRA programs 

can benefit your business and SCMA.  Bar-

bara Nolan, Nolan BioLabs, will be just back 

from the Gulf with fresh ideas on how to deal 

with spills while Scott Mason, Thetford Marine, 

will explain how we can help the environment 

by using EPA’s Designed for the Environment 

products. 

Also invited are Cindy Squires from NMMA to 

warn us of a number of measures EPA may 

implement that will affect boating and boating 

businesses, including the Administration’s 

Ocean Policy; Tina Hadden from the US Army 

Corps of Engineers; Todd Merritt, dockmaster 

at Grande Dunes, who moonlights for the US 

State Dept. as an expert on piracy, and Cyrus 

Buffum from Water Keepers, among others. 

We’re hoping to also give you a chance to talk 

with candidates Nikki Haley, Vincent Sheheen, 

Contact SCMA at 

843.889.9067 or at 

SCMarineAssn@gmail.com.  

Visit us at Facebook. 

BE PREPARED ON ALL FRONTS 

An Educational Opportunity 

LEGISLATIVE UPDATE 

Page 3 
E—C U R R E N T S                      JULY 2010 

CLEAN MARINA UPDATE 

Marinas that are up for recertification as Clean Marinas this year need 

to complete the process by the end of the year.  The Clean Marina 

Committee (SCMA, DNR, and DHEC) will meet next month to decide 

what steps to take for those who do not complete the process by the 

deadline. 

At the meeting, the committee will also make changes to the guide-

book and checklist and consider other measures to encourage new 

applicants to complete the process. 

The committee has asked Eugene Campbell from Palmetto Pride and 

David Joyner, the water expert at Clemson Extension, to come aboard 

as advisors.  Palmetto Pride has already delivered to SCMA anti-litter 

signs for the existing Clean Marinas.  We will try to get them to those 

marinas as quickly as possible. 

 

 



P.O. Box 12187 
Charleston, SC 29422 

Phone: 843.889.9067 
Fax: 843.889.3672 
E-mail: 
SCMarineAssn@gmail.com 

SCMA BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

President Bob Pilcher, 843.860.6443, Pilcher Marine, Charleston 

pilcher.marine@gmail.com 

 

Vice President Stan Jones, Charleston Harbor Resort & Marina, 843.856.9996, 

sjones@charlestonharborresort.com 

 

Secretary Dwayne Schalles, Port Supply, 843.270.1745, Charleston, 

dwaynes@portsupply.com 

 

Treasurer Rion Salley, Port Royal Landing Marina, 843.525.6664. 

rion@portroyallandingmarina.net 

 

Ex Officio Rick Griffin, CMM, Downtown Marina, Beaufort, 843.524.4422, 

dwntwnmarina@islc.net 

Stewart Altman, Marshall’s Marine, 843.588.2091, Lake City,  

stewart@marshallsmarine.com 

 

Jeff Boger, Berry-Boger Yacht Sales, 843.249.6167, Little River, jeff@bbyacht.com 

Sherry Harrelson, Osprey Marina, 843.215.5353, Myrtle Beach, smiley1@sc.rr.com 

Bryan Smith, Wacca Wache Marina, 843.651.2994, Pawleys Island,  

dockmaster@wwmarina.com 

 

Bob Strickland, Marina at Grande Dunes, 843.315.7777, 

bob.strickland@bccompanies.com 

Alternate Jack Walker, GEL, 843.769.7378, Charleston, JTW@GEL.com 

 

Executive Director Suzi DuRant, 843.889.9067, Ravenel, 

SCMarineAssn@gmail.com 

South Carolina Marine Association 
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