
My advice to you the tenant : pay 

your rent on time. You know the 

amount so don’t wait to be billed. 

Keep your boat clean and in good 

mechanical condition. Keep your 

lines, fenders, shore power cords 

and cables in serviceable condition 

and out of the water. Keep your own 

personal dock space free from 

sprawling water hoses; stow them 

away if you’re not on your boat. Bag 

and tie your trash. Never place 

empty oil cans, used batteries or 

other hazardous items anywhere on 

the marina property. I can assure 

you the marina staff would rather 

you come to them to deal with these 

issues than risk having a regulator 

show up and find them. Keep your 

insurance current; don’t wait to be 

asked for proof of insurance, regis-

tration or documentation every year. 

As we move into the season, re-

member great marinas and great 

service begin with great tenants. Do 

this and you have every right to 

expect the operator to provide 

“Trump Tower” service at your ma-

rina. If it does not happen, you 

should probably start looking for 

another home for your boat. 

Here’s to a fun and safe summer of 

boating to all! 

Bob Pilcher, President                         

South Carolina Marine Association     

pilcher.marine@gmail.com 

I hope this month’s newsletter finds 

everyone getting their gear together 

for another great season of boating. 

This month, I would like to look at 

marinas and their tenants or, in the 

case of dockominiums, their owners. 

Let’s break it down into simpler 

terms:  first, what do you expect 

from your marina and is it being 

provided?  Secondly, what does 

your marina expect of you and are 

you providing it? 

Long before I was a marina owner/

operator, I was a marina tenant and 

yes, eventually a slip owner. As a 

marina tenant early on I was fairly 

oblivious to exactly what a marina 

provided beyond a place to park my 

boat. I would go so far as to say that 

I saw the marina owner and myself 

as natural adversaries, like oil and 

water. The only time I had any real 

contact with the owner (not to be 

confused with the marina staff) was 

when I was getting chewed out for 

either doing or not doing something 

expected of me. I suppose I never 

really gave any thought to what was 

involved in running a marina. I 

mean, it’s like a parking lot where 

the owner has his hand out collect-

ing money and directing you where 

to park. Right?! Wrong, wrong, 

wrong! 

Going forward, let’s use “operator” to 

mean the marina and “tenant” as the  

slip occupant or slip owner. The 

responsibility heaped on an operator 

is an awesome one. In addition to 

tenants, he must answer to a num-

ber of regulatory and municipal 

agencies every day.  The short list is 

the Army Corps of Engineers, 

SCDHEC, USCG, EPA, OSHA, 

DNR, local or county government, 

FEMA, etc. The list goes on an on. 

Then there is the tremendous liability 

of what insurers and lawyers refer to 

as an attractive nuisance. So what 

should you expect from your opera-

tor? 

Here is my opinion. The dynamic of 

a marina is in many ways analogous 

to that of a community. It contains 

all types of diversity, both in its ten-

ants and the various types of ves-

sels. The operator is the provider of 

both service and enforcement. As in 

any community, service providers 

are expected to do their jobs in a 

pleasant and sociable manner. But, 

as in any community, there are laws 

(or rules) that must be enforced 

fairly and without prejudice for the 

benefit of the majority. Operators 

are also expected to provide some 

level of ordinary service above and 

beyond catching lines. That’s cus-

tomarily the dock staff keeping an 

ever vigilant eye on your boat, 

bringing a dock cart or ice to you on 

the dock. What the operator should 

be doing in addition is providing you 

with a concierge level of service 

such as arranging transportation, 

providing shuttle service, making 

restaurant reservations, providing or 

coordinating maintenance services 

and keeping in touch with you, the 

tenant, on an ongoing basis. In this 

day of electronic communication, 

there is no excuse for not doing so. 

So, if you are not getting this level of 

service from your operator, take this 

article and throw it down in front 

him...but only if you are fulfilling the 

operator’s expectation of you as a 

tenant. 

Does your marina have written rules 

and regulations? I can just about 

guarantee it and I’m pretty sure you 

were provided a copy when you 

signed your lease. Have you read 

them through in their entirety? 

Probably not. Are you a steward of 

good citizenship in your community 

and in your marina? It’s a two-way 

street in both instances. Great com-

munities and great marinas are 

products and reflections of their 

citizens. In short, clean up your own 

yard first. 

CALENDAR  

Mar. 21-26 AMI Advanced Marina 
Management School, Charleston 

Mar. 26-27 Myrtle Beach Beef Fest 

Mar. 26-28 Palmetto Sportsmen’s 
Classic, Columbia State Fairgrounds 

Mar. 27-28 Spring National Champion-
ship Catfish Tournaments, Santee-
Cooper Lakes 

Mar. 28-31 IMI Marine Service Man-
agement Course, Ft. Lauderdale 

April 8-10 Charleston Race Week 

April 11 Annual Spring Sock-Burning 
Ritual, Lighthouse Marina, Chapin 

April 12 SCMA Board of Directors 
Meeting, Charleston, 11 a.m. 

April 12-18 Navy Week Celebration, 
Charleston 

April 16-18 East Coast Canoe & Kayak 
Festival, James Island 

April 17 West Marine Trade Days, Mt. 
Pleasant  & Charleston Stores 

April 17 Dragon Boat Upstate Festival, 
Lake Hartwell 

April 17-27 Striped Bass Festival, 
Manning 

April 22 Earth day 

April 24 Hilton Head Seafood Festival; 
Soft Shell Crab Festival, Port  Royal 

April 25 Blessing of the Fleet, Mt. 
Pleasant 

April 30 Taste of Beaufort 

May 1 Low Country Shrimp Festival & 
Blessing of the Fleet, McClellanville 

May 1 Spirit of SC Adult Education 

Mary 8 Dragon Boat Charleston Fest 

May 8 Bluegrass on the Waccamaw, 
Conway 

May 9  Mother’s Day 

May 10 Confederate Memorial Day 

May 15-16 Blue Crab Festival, Little 
River 

May 31 National Memorial day 

FROM THE PRESIDENTðBob Pilcher  
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It hardly seems fair after this long cold winter to have 

to think about hurricanes already but that’s exactly 

what BoatUS wants you to do. With the release of 

several early seasonal hurricane forecasts for this 

year, boaters and marine businesses may face a much 

different scenario from last year’s mild storm season. 

Accuweather, a nationwide weather service, recently 

forecast an “extreme season” with as many as 18 

named storms.  BoatUS says most of us can survive 

by being better prepared. To help with this task, it is 

offering free online tools at its “Hurricane resource 

center at http://www.BoatUS.com/Hurricanes. 

The website offers easily downloadable storm planning 

materials including a hurricane preparation worksheet, 

an in-depth guide to preparing boats and marinas, and 

checklists for what to do before and after a hurricane 

strikes. Sample hurricane plans for boat and yacht clubs 

as well as up-to-the-minute storm tracking tools with live 

satellite images are also online, conveniently at the 

same website. 

SCMA will have an informa-

tional booth at the Palmetto Sportsmen’s Classic at 

the State Fairgrounds in Columbia March 26-28. If 

you can spare a few hours Saturday or Sunday, it 

would be greatly appreciated. 

This is the largest hunting, fishing and boating show 

in the state and will give SCMA an opportunity to 

introduce many people to what the association does 

for boaters. 

Many thanks to those who have already offered their 

assistance:  Hamp Greene from FenderRods in Hil-

ton Head, Rick Griffin from Downtown Marina in 

Beaufort, and Dwayne Schalles from Port Supply. 

And special thanks to Dave Wallace at Scout Boats 

for arranging a boat for the SCMA display.  SCMA 

will be in the Ellison Building—hope to see you there. 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 

been selected as one of the 10 

marinas. SCMA is working with  

the marina to develop activi-

ties. We will be joined by the 

Sea Scouts, DNR, boat dealers 

and manufacturers, local Coast 

SC CHOSEN  AS ONE OF TEN SITES 

This summer, industry organizations are coming 

together to grow the boating and fishing lifestyle and 

get more people out on the water. To kick off the 

boating and fishing season, the Association of Ma-

rina Industries, the Marine Retailers Association of 

America, the National Marina Manufacturers Asso-

ciation, the Recreational Boating & Fishing Founda-

tion, BoatUS and others will host ñBoat. Fish. Live. 

At National Marina Dayò on Saturday, June 12, 

2010. 

To mark this day, along with National Fishing & 

Boating Week, Outdoors day and other very popular 

June events during Great Outdoors Month, ten mari-

nas across the country will host events where con-

sumers can participate in boating and fishing demon-

strations, educational activities, test drive boats, and 

more. 

The Marina at Grande Dunes in Myrtle  Beach has 

BE PREPAREDðHURRICANE SEASON IS COMING!  
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MEMBER NEWS 

Welcome to new individual mem-  

ber  Tracy Nichol ls from 

Charleston. 

Welcome to new professional 

members Reserve Harbor Marina, 

Pawleys Island; RiversEdge 

Marina, North Charleston; and 

Stingray Boat Company, Hartsville 

Congratulations to GEL for winning 

a 2010 American Council of 

Engineering Award for Engineering 

Excellence for developing a 

geographical information system 

database to be used on the USS 

Yorktown at Patriots Point.  

OSPREY MARINA in Myrtle 

Beach was visited by four em-

ployees of Georgetown Hospital 

System’s Frances B. ford Can-

cer Center on March 13 as part 

of a scavenger hunt in a team 

building exercise. One of the 

many assignments was “taking a 

boat ride”. The team members 

descended upon an unsuspect-

ing boat captain, Robert Hag-

gard, and were graciously taken 

on a short ride on the Chloe 

Grace. They also enjoyed the 

delicious cheeseburgers from 

the Osprey Marina Grill while 

relaxing on the deck. Nurse 

Sara Baldwin sent “Kudos to 

Osprey Marina members and 

staff for their gracious hospital-

ity.” 

Auxiliary and Power Squadron groups as well as 

many others.   

National Marina Day is a day for celebrating mari-

nas and all they bring to their communities as gate-

ways to our nation’s waterways. On this day, mari-

nas are asked to open their doors to their neighbors 

and let them experience the marina lifestyle, learn 

about the waterfront environment, and see firsthand 

all the fun that can be had on the water. Join us 

and help spread the word.  

Visit www.nationalmarinaday.org for more informa-

tion. Register your own event or join SCMA and the 

Marina at Grande Dunes for a fun-filled day. 

EPA WEB FORUM ON PROTECTING OUR 

WATERS 

The US Environmental Protection Agency wants 

your ideas on how it can do a better job protecting 

and improving the health of our waters.  EPA is 

holding a web discussion forum on how the nation 

can better manage some of the most significant 

water pollution problems facing our nation. The 

feedback received on the online forum will help 

shape the discussion at EPA’s upcoming confer-

ence in April, “Coming Together for Clean Water.” 

If you want to chime in with your own opinion, log 

onto http://blog.epa.gov/waterforum. 

 



:Is everyone ready for spring? No, the cobia are not in yet but they’re 

getting closer.  Another 6 to 8 weeks and we’ll all be on the river 

doing what we love so much. We all need to remember it takes the 

full moon of April and 68° water to get the cobia to come in the river. 

After that, it’s up to the tides and the bait. 

I hope some of you came down to Dockside Restaurant on February 

27 for the Beaufort leg of the “Lowcountry Redfish Cup”. There was a 

great turnout with some good local talent. 45 boats entered and 39 

legal fish weighed in. First place took home a check for over $2000 

and four new Quantum outfits. The big fish took home it’s own check 

for $500 donated by Yellowfin Boats. All in all this was a great event 

that was good fun for all ages. 

If you haven’t been out yet, the roe trout are beginning to bite. When 

catching these fish, remember not to take everything you 

catch...leave some for the spawn so we can keep this fishery alive. 

One way to locate and catch roe trout is to troll. For some reason 

trout this time of year love the color green. My favorite bait is a green 

and root beer with silver flake Bass Assassin. Another is a lime green 

Calcutta swimming shad. Begin your troll just inside of a creek’s 

mouth and work your way up the creek, paying attention to deep 

holes. One of the best things is to look for birds to give you the fish’s 

location. 

Near shore has been some great black sea bass fishing. I think this is 

because of the ban on commercial black sea bass traps. I know one of my 

best sea bass numbers will occasionally have a commercial pot on it and 

the size of the fish I catch will go down. That spot is producing some good 

fish this year. With the snapper closure, I’m taking this as being thrown a 

bone of sorts. I know some of you don’t want to go out to catch just black 

sea bass but the closer near shore holes are doing good this year. While 

out there, try your luck with the flounder...they’re out there also. 

Tight lines,                                                                                               

Tony Constant, Dockmaster, Port Royal Landing Marina 

at present to be a simple answer. 

They are occurring in all different 

regions of the country and in all 

different types of tank systems. 

The Petroleum Equipment Institute 

has asked those with ULSD tank 

systems to participate in a very brief 

online survey to gather more infor-

mation on this situation. You are 

encouraged to respond whether or 

not you have encountered any 

ULSD problems, but only those with 

first-hand experience with ULSD 

should participate. The input pro-

vided will help determine what 

There is a growing concern in the 

marine industry about the effects of 

ultra low sulfur diesel (ULSD) may 

be having on tank systems. 

SIGMA, the national trade associa-

tion for chain retailers and marketers 

of motor fuel has received numerous 

reports of corrosion, operational 

problems, gasket or seal problems 

and premature failure of equipment 

and parts associated with the stor-

age, transportation and dispensing 

of ULSD. Although there are a num-

ber of theories about the cause of 

these issues, there does not appear 

steps, if any, the industry should 

take. 

Complete the survey at your earliest 

convenience by going to 

www.ulsdsurvey.com. Please indi-

cate on the survey that you are a 

marina respondent. 

 

ULSD TANK SYSTEMS SHOW PROBLEMS  

Recreation groups and veterans’ 

charities. 

The Veterans King Mackerel Fishing 

Tournament will take place June 19 

at the Charleston Harbor Resort & 

Marina.  Weigh-in will be held from 3 

to 5 p.m. The tournament is open to 

the public and there is a $50 per 

boat entry fee. Prizes will be 

awarded in the King mackerel, 

Spanish mackerel and spot tail boss 

categories. 

Participating boats are asked to take 

an active duty soldier or veteran with 

them to fish. 

For more information, go to 

www.kingsforvets.com.  

NEW KING MACKEREL TOURNAMENT  

A new tournament is starting up to 

help bring attention to what our 

Active Duty and Veteran soldiers 

live with daily.  Organizer Todd 

Knight says, “We take freedom for 

granted but these people are the 

reason why we are lucky enough to 

live as we do.” All proceeds from the 

event will be divided equally be-

tween the different Morale Welfare 

            FISHING NEWSðPort Royal  
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Congratulations ...to Brooks and Rion Salley from 

Port Royal Landing Marina on the birth of Wilson 

Salley on 25 March.  He weighed in at 7 lb. 3 oz. 

And Congratulations  of a different sort to Stan Jones 

who has moved to the Charleston Harbor Resort & Marina as the 

new marina manager. Lighthouse Marina will certainly miss him. 

SCMA Mission Statement:  

ñTo promote the growth of recreational boating in South 

Carolina and a better boating experience in order to en-

hance the success of marine related activities in our state 

through an emphasis on the boating lifestyle, awareness 

and professionalism through economic, environmental, 

legislative and educational efforts.ò 



Weõre on the web! 

www.scmarine.org  

P.O. Box 12187 
Charleston, SC 29422 

Phone: 843.889.9067 
Fax:      843.889.3672 
E-mail: 
SCMarineAssn@gmail.com 

South Carolina Marine Association  
SCMA BOARD OF DIRECTORS  

President Bob Pilcher , 843.860.6443,  

pilcher.marine@gmail.com 

 

Vice President Stan Jones , Charleston Harbor Resort & Ma-

rina, 843.856.9996, sjones@charlestonharborresort.com 

 

Secretary Dwayne Schalles , Port Supply, 843.270.1745, 

dwaynes@portsupply.com 

 

Treasurer Rion Salley , Port Royal Landing Marina, 

843.525.6664. 

rion@portroyallandingmarina.net 

 

Ex Officio Rick Griffin , CMM, Downtown Marina, 843.524.4422, 

dwntwnmarina@islc.net 

 

Stewart Altman , Marshall’s Marine, 843.588.2091, stew-

art@marshallsmarine.com 

 

Jeff Boger , Berry-Boger Yacht Sales, 843.249.6167, 

jeff@bbyacht.com 

 

Sherry Harrelson , Osprey Marina, 843.215.5353, 

smiley1@sc.rr.com 

 

Bryan Smith , Wacca Wache Marina, 843.651.2994, dockmas-

ter@wwmarina.com 

 

Bob Strickland , Marina at Grande Dunes, 843.315.7777, 

bob.strickland@bccompanies.com 

 

Alternate Jack Walker , GEL, 843.769.7378, JTW@GEL.com 

The South Carolina Clean Marina program, admin-

istered by SCMA, SCDNR and SCDHEC-OCRM, 

continues to grow.  We currently have thirteen 

certified Clean Marinas of which six are seeking 

recertification. 

We also have five in the process of becoming certi-

fied and several more who are interested in the 

program. 

Need some help with your boat this spring?  Attend the West Marine Charleston and Mt. Pleasant Trade Day                             o 

Saturday, April 17 from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.   

You can meet with marine professionals, vendors and industry experts in a one day event where you can be sure to find all the 

information you need for all your boating needs! 

75 Savannah Highway in Charleston  

1440 Ben Sawyer Boulevard in Mount Pleasant  


